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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE URITED STATES -
WASHINGTON, D.C, 30348 I -
Oa? ! o
November 20, 1973 }"g;’-

e, X, A, !'man. Contracting Gfiicpr
Veterans Adninistration Hospital |
gaventh Btreet and Ind{en Bchool Roed
Mosnix, Arizona 85012

Desx M, Poysont

Reforence 22 made to your lettar 6%/13’:& dated Catober 30, 1973,
and prioy correspondence, regarding a protest by Atlantic Mobile
Corporation against the mdection of its bid yeceived late under
imvitation for bids (IFB) No. 6Glk-CuTh,

Tha IFB required that bHids be received at the VA Hospital in Phoenix
Yy 10130 a,m,, Boptumber 21, 1973, Tha Did of Atlantic Mobile Corporation
which was soent from Cockeysville, Maryland, by certified, airmail, specinl
delivery, was not received wntil 9100 a.m., Septenber 24, 1973, and was
raturned unopaned, Atlantic Mobile froporation pratested to you the
refusal to oconsider the 'bid,

Fedaral Procuremont Regulations (FPR) 1-2,303<3 provide that late
bids sent by mail mey be considered for svard {fi

R & # 4% i determined that the latenass was due anlely
to a delay in the mails (baged on evidonce obtained pursuant
to §1.2,303-3(b), (o). and (d)) for whaich the bidder was not
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.o "(g) Certified mu. The time of miung of & h.to bid.
mailed by certifiod mall for which a postmarked Receipt for
... Cartifiod )all vas obtained shall bo deamsd to ba the last
' ‘mimuta of the date shown in the posimark on such recoipt,
.. except vhere (1) the Receipt for Certified Mail {dentifies

':"'~'-' Y. the post office station of malling end the bidder furniahas
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- -'maanco from such station that the business day of that

Rhdd .. station epded at an earlier time, in vhich case the time of
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" Gay of that station; e (2) en entry in ink on the Keceipd

in
for Cartified Mail, ghowing the time of malling and the
of the poatn)l exmployee receiving the item and meking the
48 sppropriately verified in writing by the post office station
of mailinz, in vhich'case the tims of mailing shall ba the tima
shovm An the eatry # # %,

. -é
“(4) Delivory tims, Informatiom comcsrning the normal
time for mell delivery shall be obtained by the procuring

‘activity from the postmaster, mporintendent of mails, or a

duly suthorized representative for that purpose, of the post
office serving that activity, When ¢ime permits, such infoxw

mation shall be cbtained in wyiting." .
Atluntio Mobile Corporation furnished a receipt for certified mad)

showing the time of mailing in Cockeysville, Marylamd, o8 10:29 a.m,,
Septenbor £0, 1073. The Epccial Delivery and Cortified loi) Service in

.tha Cookeysvilla, FMarylend )
. Tho Phoanix, Arirzona, Poat (ffice, serving the procuring activity, han

» Post Offico has verified the time of meiling,

advised that, based on the time the bid was recoived in the Cockeysville,

. ¥Waryland, Posh Office, your office could not have receivedths bid on tirm
- ¥ho letter from the Fhoanix, Ariz.na,.Post Offica stated:

YHormal dslivery of an sirmail, special delivery, certified
trticle if deposited into the mpils in Cockeysville, Maryland,
at 10129 am on Septewdbor 20 would be in the morning of
Septonber B, 1973, since itam would reuch our Speciel
Delivery fection in Phoonix approximatuly 5:00 pm Beptorber 21,

- Cartified items sre accountablce and mwst be signed for at sime

- of delivery, September 21 being & Pridey, accountable mail
" vapeived too late for delivery to the ot'fico on that date are

wid over until Mondey morning. From tl'e foregoing you will
nota thy subjlact itom could not have bHosn deliversd to you

wior to the bid opening of 10130 an, Bertember 21,
In view of the foregoing, our Offios cencludss that no dalsy in the

" mails ocowrred and concurs in the rejeotion of the hid as a proper action,

Bincerely yours,
. Paul @. Do;nbling

‘Tor ¢hes Captroller General
- of e Eited Etates
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